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Virtual Summit
India is to host the Third 

Voice of Global South Summit 
on August 17, in virtual format, 
with the theme ‘An Empowered 
Global South for a Sustainable 
Future’. The initiative of 
holding this summit began as 
an extension of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of 
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas aur Sabka 
Prayas’, and is underpinned by 
India’s philosophy of Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam.  
It envisages bringing together 

countries of the Global South 
to share their perspectives and 
priorities on a common platform 
across a whole range of issues, 
a statement said. India had 
hosted the 1st Voice of Global 
South Summit (VOGSS) on 
January 12 &13, 2023, and 
the 2nd Voice of Global South 
Summit on November 17, 2023, 
both in virtual format.  
Both the previous editions of 
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Focus on 
development 
At the Summit, the 

countries of the Global 
South would continue  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o n 
challenges, priorities, 
and so lu t ions  for 
the Global  South, 
particularly in the 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
domain. Similar to the 
previous two Summits, 
t h e  3 r d  V O G S S 
is  structured into 
Leaders’ Session and 
Ministerial sessions. 
The inaugural  session 
would be at Head of 
State/ Government 
level and will be hosted  
by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.  

Assassin

A merciless killer. One who intentionally 
kills a person, especially a celebrity, public 
or political figure.  
Quote: Assassins: they got sass and live 

on sin.” - Natalya Vorobyova.  

the Summit saw participation of over 100 countries from the 
Global South. The inputs and feedback received from the 
leaders of the developing countries in these two Summits was 
appropriately reflected in the agenda and discussions of the 
G-20 Summit under India’s Presidency last year, including in 
the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration.  
The 3rd VOGSS, with the overarching theme of ‘An 

Empowered Global South for a Sustainable Future’, will act 
as a platform to expand discussions held in the previous 
Summits on a range of complex challenges that continue to 
affect the world, such as conflicts, food and energy security 
crises, climate change - all of which disproportionately affect 
developing countries in a severe manner, the statement said.  
In addition, there will be 10 Ministerial Sessions, with the 

following themes: i. Foreign Ministers’ Session on “Charting a 
Unique Paradigm for Global South” ii. Health Ministers’ Session 
on “One World-One Health” iii. Youth Ministers’ Session on 
“Youth Engagement for a Better Future” iv. Commerce/Trade 
Ministers’ Session on “Trade for Development- Perspectives 
from Global South” v. Information & Technology Ministers’ 
Session on “DPIs for Development- A Global South Approach” 
vi. Finance Ministers’ Session on “People-Centric Approach to 
Global Finance” vii. 2nd Foreign Ministers’ Session on “Global 
South and Global Governance” viii. Energy Ministers’ Session 
on “Sustainable Energy Solutions for a Sustainable Future” ix. 
Education Ministers’ Session on “Prioritising Human Resource 
Development: A Global South Perspective” x. Environment 
Ministers’ Session on “Pathways for Progress- A Global South 
Perspective on Mitigating Climate Change.   

Cairo, Aug 15:  
Egyptian Foreign 

Minister Badr Abdelatty 
held phone talks with 
his counterparts in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, 
and Turkiye to discuss 
joint efforts to contain 
regional tensions, 
including the Sudanese 
crisis and the war in the 
Gaza Strip, the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement on 
Wednesday.  

 Abdelatty’s separate 
talks with UAE 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Saudi Foreign 
Minister Faisal bin 
Farhan Al Saud, and 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan focused 
on “ways to coordinate 
and intensify efforts 
to contain the current 
regional tension and 
prevent the situation 
from getting out of 
control,” according to 

the statement.  
 The talks, held on 

Tuesday, also touched on 
the ongoing regional and 
international mediation 
efforts to reach a ceasefire 
in Sudan between the 
Sudanese army and 
the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces and 
another in Gaza between 
Israel and Hamas, as 
well as the developments 
in the Horn of Africa 
region, said the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry.  

Egypt, UAE, Turkey mull Gaza 
peace initiatives

New Delhi, Aug 15: 
India has emerged as one of 

the fastest-growing economies 
over the last three years, with 
an average annual growth rate of 
8 per cent, which has drastically 
reduced the number of people 
living below the poverty line, 
President Droupadi Murmu said 
on Wednesday. 
Addressing the nation on 

the eve of 78th Independence 
Day, the President said, “From 
2021 to 2024, India has been 
among the fastest growing 
major economies, with an 
average growth rate of 8 percent 
annually. 
This has not only put more 

money in the hands of people, 
it has also drastically reduced 
the number of people living 
below the poverty line.” “As for 
those who continue to suffer 
from poverty, all efforts are 
being made not only to provide 
a helping hand to them, but 
also to bring them out of it. 
For example, the PM Garib 
Kalyan Anna Yojana, launched 
in the initial phase of Covid-19, 
continues to provide free ration 
to about 80 crore people, which 
also ensures that those who have 
recently come out of poverty 
are not forced back into it,” the 
President highlighted. 
Appreciating the tireless hard 

work of farmers and workers, 
farsightednessof planners and 
wealth-creators, and visionary 
leadership, the President said, 
“It is a matter of pride for 
all that India has become the 
fifth largest economy in the 
world, and we are also poised 

to become one of the top three 
economies soon.” “Farmers, our 
Annadata, have ensured that 
agricultural production continues 
to beat expectations. With this, 
they have contributed immensely 
to making India self-reliant in 
agriculture and feed our people,” 
Murmu noted. 
 “Infrastructure has received a 

boost in recent years. Strategic 
planning and effective institutions 
have helped expand the network 
of roads and highways, railways 
as well as ports,” she said. 
The President emphasised 

the government’s focus on 
future technologies, stating, 
“The Government has vigorously 
promoted a range of sectors, 
such as semiconductors and 
Artificial Intelligence, while also 
creating an ideal ecosystem for 
startups which will propel their 
growth. It has made India an 
even more attractive investment 
destination.” 
She also highlighted, “With 

greater transparency, the banking 
and financial sector has become 
much more efficient. All of these 
factors have set the stage for 
the next generation of economic 
reforms and economic growth 
that will catapult India among 
the developed nations.” “This 
rapid but equitable progress 
has given India a higher stature 
in global affairs. After the 
successful completion of its 
G-20 Presidency, India has 
consolidated its role as the 
voice of the Global South. India 
intends to use its influential 
position to expand the scope of 
world peace and prosperity,” the 

Economic growth has reduced 
national poverty: Murmu

Youth power will be engine of growth: President

 The discussions came 
amid a growing tension 
between Israel and 
Lebanon since the killing 
of Hezbollah’s senior 
military commander 
Fouad Shokor and seven 
civilians in an Israeli raid 
that targeted a building 
in southern Beirut on 
July 30, following 
which Hezbollah’s leader 
Hassan Nasrallah vowed 
a definite and painful 
response.

 A day after Shokor’s 
death, Hamas chief Ismail 
Haniyeh was assassinated 
in Tehran, with both 
Iran and Hamas accusing 
Israel of the murder and 
threatening retaliation. 
Israel, however, did not 
comment on Haniyeh’s 
killing.  

 Since October 7 
last year, the ongoing 
Israeli war on Gaza 
has killed nearly 40,000 
Palestinians and wounded 
more than 92,000 
others, according to 
Gaza’s health authorities, 
massively destroying 
the infrastructure in the 
Palestinian enclave that is 
home to about 2 million 
people.  
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Washington D.C., 
Aug 15:

Congratula t ing the 
people of India on 
the occasion of their 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  Da y, 
US Secretary of State 
Tony Blinken said the 
relat ionship between 
the two countries is 
expanding at a rapid 
pace.
“On this momentous 

day (India’s Independence 
Day) ,  we ce l eb r a t e 
the rich and diverse 

US-India ties growing 
at rapid pace: Blinken

President added 
Noting that the energy 

and enthusiasm of young 
minds will help the nation 
scale new heights, Murmu 
said, “The Amrit Kaal, 
the ongoing period of a 
quarter century leading 
to the centenary of our 
Independence, is going to 
be shaped by the youth 
of today. It is their energy 
and enthusiasm that will 
help the nation scale 
new heights.” Cultivating 
the young minds and 
creating a new mindset 
that takes the best of 
the traditions and the 
contemporary knowledge is 
our priority, the President 
said, highlighting that the 
National Education Policy, 

launched since 2020, has 
already started showing 
results.
To harness youth talent, 

the Government has 
come up with initiatives 
to facil i tate skil l ing, 
employment and other 
opportunities for them, She 
said adding, “The Prime 
Minister’s package of five 
schemes for employment 
and skilling will benefit 4.1 
crore youth over five years. 
Under a new initiative 
of the Government, one 
crore youth will be doing 
internship in leading 
companies over f ive 
years. All this will be a 
foundational contribution 
towards building Viksit 
Bharat.”

history of the Indian 
people and the bright 
future of US-Indian 
relations,” Blinken said 
in a statement issued on 
Wednesday.
“US-India cooperation 

is expanding at a rapid 
pace as we continue 
to work together to 
advance our shared 
vision of a free, open, 
stable, and prosperous 
I n do - P a c i f i c .  F r om 
climate and clean energy 
to defense and space 
technologies, US-Indian 
bilateral cooperation 
is more wide-ranging 
and stronger than ever 
before,” he said.The US, 
India and several other 
world powers have been 
talking about the need 
to ensure a free, open 
and thriving Indo-Pacific 
in the backdrop of 
China’s rising military 
assert iveness in the 
resource-rich region.
The Indo-Pacific is a 
biogeographic region, 
comprising the Indian 
Ocean and the western 
and cen t ra l Pac i f i c 
Ocean, including the 
South China Sea. China 
claims nearly all of the 
South China Sea, though 
Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Brunei, Malaysia and 
Vietnam claim parts 
of it.Blinken pointed 
out that from climate 
and clean energy to 
d e f e n c e  a nd s p a c e 
technologies, US-Indian 
bilateral cooperation 
is more wide-ranging 
and stronger than ever 
before.”I wish all those 
celebrating today, in 
India, in the United 
States, and globally 
th rough the Ind i an 
d i a s po r a ,  a j oyou s 
Independence Day,” he 
said.


